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Jesus said to them: “Come away with me. Let us go alone to a quiet place and rest for 

a while.” Mark 6::31 
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1st “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I 
will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.” 
Jeremiah 29.11-13 

2nd “Go and learn the meaning of the words, I desire mercy, not sacrifice. I did not come to call the 
righteous but sinners." Matthew 9.9-13. Who are the people that we exclude from our tables? 
Those with whom we disagree politically? Or about how to practice our faith with authenticity?  
Or the worth of Tradition vs. Innovation? Or? 

3rd THOMAS : “In a marvellous way God’s mercy arranged that the disbelieving disciple, in 
touching the wounds of his master’s body, should heal our wounds of disbelief.  The disbelief of 
Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other disciples.  As he touches Christ 
and is won over to belief, every doubt is cast aside and our faith is strengthened.” Pope Gregory 
the Great 

4th SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:  “It may be that someone loves you so deeply that 
you dare to believe you are worth loving, and so you can believe that God’s love is possible after 
all.” Frances Dominica 

5th  “We are not to throw away those things which can benefit our neighbour. Goods are called good 
because they can be used for good: they are instruments for good, in the hands of those who use 
them properly.”   St. Clement of Alexandria 

6th John Fisher, bishop, and Thomas More, martyrs (d.1535 ):  
"Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword... and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his 
life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.” Matthew 10:34-39 

7th "Sow for yourselves justice, reap the fruit of piety; break up for yourselves a new field, for it is 
time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain down justice upon you." Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 

8th "They did not know I was their healer." Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9. What is my commitment to that 
community of believers whose faith supports and empowers the healers among us. Do I open new 
wounds, or help soothe old ones?  Do I nurture the sick back to health with my smiles?  Or do I 
take care of my own and let the rest fend for themselves? 

9th “A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me. Cast me not out 
from your presence, and your Holy Spirit take not from me.  Give me back the joy of your 
salvation and a willing spirit sustain in me. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim 
your praise.” Psalm 51 

10th “There is a no more decisive moment for a thinking being than when the scales fall from his eyes 
and he discovers that he is not an isolated unit lost in the cosmic solitudes..Is seen not as the 
static centre of the world....but as the axis and leading shoot of evolution, which is something 
much finer.” Teilhard de Chardin. Humanity is the “arrow pointing the way” reaching and 
stepping into eternity. 

11th SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOS T: "May you be made strong with all the strength that 
comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Col 1.15-20 

12th "Lord, no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has conceived the things you have prepared 
for those who love you. Set us ablaze with the fire of the Holy Spirit that we may love you in and 
above all things and so receive the rewards you have promised us through Christ our Lord."  A 
Christian's Prayer Book 

13th Sydney James Kirkby, bishop, pioneer of outback ministry and  the Bush Church 
Aid Society  (d.1935):  “If we love God…we can know true happiness.  This God of ours is one 
who only knows mercy, compassion and justice. The people experience God, they change….when 
we trust God, we become strong. When we support those in need, we become one with God…” 
Psalm 112 

14th  “…do not stay silent…take up my cause!” Psalm 35 
 15th “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30  
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16th If I say, “Yes, I forgive, but I cannot forget,” as though God, who twice a day washes all the sands 

on all the shores of all the world, could not wash such memories from my mind, then I know 
nothing of Calvary love.  Amy Carmichael (1867-1951) 

17th The discussion of prayer is so great a task that it requires the Father to reveal it, His Firstborn 
Word to teach it, and the Spirit to enable us to think and speak rightly of so great a subject. Origen  

18th EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:  ñO LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may 
dwell on your holy hill? Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth 
from their heart;” Psalm 15. As we enter into the holy place of our Sunday Eucharistic assembly, 
do we measure up to the criteria expected of those whom God will receive as his guests? 

19th “Jesus, show me that prayer is not a matter of words, especially from me, but in a quiet place and 
resting awhile I can meet you and listen to your words.”  Mark 6:30 ï 31 

20th This is what the Lord asks of you: Only this, to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with 
your God.” Micah 6:8 

21st “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.  He is like a tree planted by 
water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves 
remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.ò 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 

22nd MARY MAGDALENE : ñI AM the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live, even 
though he dies. “ John 11:25 

23rd “Faith is not a refuge from reality. It is a demand that we face reality, with all its difficulties, 
opportunities, and implications. The true subject matter of religion is not our own little souls, but 
the Eternal God and His whole mysterious purpose, and our solemn responsibility to Him.” 
Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941) 

24th “It is no great matter to associate with the good and gentle; for this is a naturally pleasing to all 
and everyone willingly enjoyeth peace, and loveth those best that agree with him. But to be able to 
live peaceably with hard and perverse persons, or with the disorderly, or with such as go contrary 
to us, is a great grace, and a most commendable thing. “ Thomas à Kempis (1380-1471) 

25th NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:  "Ask and it will be given you; seek, and you  
will find; knock and it will be opened to you."  Luke 11:1-13  

26th  JAMES, APOSTLE AND MARTYR:  When we yield our lives to Jesus Christ and allow his 
word to take root in our heart, we are transformed and made holy by the power of the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us. Paul the Apostle says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us" (2 Cor 4:7). Do you believe in the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit? 

27th “…but we who are faithful to the Creator, we are happy, and we celebrate!  Sign songs, make 
merry, start the music and dance.  God has many wonderful names; sing them all!  Defender, 
protector, loving parent for all of us…liberator, merciful…Holy friend.” Psalm 68 

28th “My name is not complete without yours.” God revealed a sublime truth to the world when He 
sent His Son: “I am made whole by your life. Each soul completes me.” Hafiz 

29th MARY AND MARTHA OF BETHANY:  “Believe me, Martha and Mary must be together to 
accommodate the Lord and keep him with them forever, otherwise he will be served poorly and 
remain without food. How could Mary who always sat at his feet have offered him food if her sister 
had not jumped in? And his food is our gathering souls, that they may be saved and praise him in 
eternity.” Teresa of Avila 

30th William Wilberforce, social reformer (d.1833): ñNever stop praying, especially for others. 
Always pray by the power of the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for God's people.” Ephesians 
6:18 

31 st                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Joseph of Arimathea , Ignatius of Loyola :  “Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou 
deservest: To give and not to count the cost; To fight and not to heed the wounds; To toil and not 
to seek for rest; To labor and not ask for any reward, Save that of knowing that we do Thy will.”  
St. Ignatius of Loyola  
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PRAYER THOUGHTS  
 

Sunday: Pray for this great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and 
summer rains. This is our nation, this is our land.  This is our future, this is our 
hope.  This is our land, this is our home. 
 

Monday: For the small outback churches that are trying to faithfully follow Christ.  
 

Tuesday: For the many Christian workers in the Outback working under difficult and 
lonely conditions. 

Wednesday: For safety as the 'Flying BibleMan', Phil Zamagias, flies across the 'Top End' from 
Broome in the west, throughout all of the Northern Territory, the northern 
communities of South Australia, Far North Queensland and the Torres Strait 
providing a multi faceted ministry and as 1 Peter 3:15b says "to give an account 
for the hope that is within us". 
 

Thursday: For indigenous people training for ministry in their communities. Pray for 
theology staff at Nungalinya College, NT. 
 

Friday: Pray for Rev. Gary Alexander, Rector of Kununurra Parish; and Rev. Andrew 
Hadfield, recently ordained, who has responsibility for the churches at Wyndham 
and Oombulgurri. Pray for these two men that they will be faithful ministers of 
God's Word and servants of the community. 
 

Saturday: Pray for funding to provide ministry to communities severely affected by the 
prolonged drought in small communities including in the Riverina, N.S.W. – 
Barellan/Weethalle, Ariah Park/Ardlethan. 

 

By the Riverside  
 

By the riverside, come and sit you down, watch the waters glide. 
By the riverside, come and sit you down, watch the waters glide,  

let the care of every day fade away 
on gentle river sands. 

 
Maybe it’s out here, what we’re looking for, where the air is clear, 
Maybe it’s out here, what we’re looking for, where the air is clear, 

And the cares that weigh you down in the town 
don’t matter anymore. 

 
Maybe it’s our here, what we’re looking for, something very clear, 
Maybe it’s our here, what we’re looking for, something very clear, 

yes, a clear and obvious sign for our time, 
leaving no doubt at all. 

 
Maybe He’s out here, the one we’re looking for, somewhere very near, 
Maybe He’s out here, the one we’re looking for, somewhere very near, 

speaking on the gentle air of His care; 
His lover for evermore. 

Indigenous Gathering Song 
 


